You can use the information and ideas in the following letters to write to elected officials. Tailoring them a bit and adding your own words to make them more personal will have even more impact. Thanks!

Letter to support parks; send to: 

New York State Senator John J. Bonacic

Legislative Office Building, Room 208

Albany, NY 12247

Hon. John L. Sampson, Senate Majority Conference Leader

New York State Senate, Room 409

Albany, NY 12247

Dear XXX:

On behalf of [YOUR ORGANIZATION/BUSINESS IF APPLICABLE], I’m writing in support of keeping New York’s parks, historic sites, and other recreational areas open. We hope you will work with your Senate colleagues as an advocate for maintaining funding for the Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation (OPRHP) and to prevent a “sweep” from the already strapped Environmental Protection Fund (EPF).

As State Assemblyman Kevin Cahill, Ulster County Executive Mike Hein, Comptroller Elliot Auerbach, the Ulster County Planning Board, and many others have stated, the budget-cutting proposal to close these areas will cost far more than it saves by depriving counties, towns, and businesses across the Hudson Valley and other regions of vital tourism dollars. It would also prevent New Yorkers and visitors from enjoying much-needed recreational and natural amenities. 

New York’s parks and historic sites cost only one-quarter of one percent of the state’s overall budget, and keeping them open would cost just $11 million. According to Parks & Trails New York, about 56 million people visited parks across the state in 2009 and spent nearly $2 billion as a result. And for every $1 the state spends managing parks, $5 was spent in the local economy of areas surrounding a park. 

Yet despite these figures and other evidence of the economic benefit of parks—as well as all they provide to individuals and the environment—Governor Paterson’s budget would continue to slash the state support for parks, which have already seen a 40% decline in funding in the last two years. The EPF has also been continuously used to help pay for other programs, at the expense of protecting land and farms, preventing pollution, supporting zoos, and so much more that has a positive impact on our local communities and economies. Both the OPRHP budget and the EPF should be kept intact.


Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

YOUR NAME AND CONTACT INFORMATION

Letter to thank Assemblyman Kevin Cahill; send to:

Kevin Cahill, Member of the Assembly

Governor Clinton Building, Suite G-4
1 Albany Avenue
Kingston, NY 12401

Cc: Sheldon Silver, Speaker of the Assembly

NY State Assembly, Room 932

Albany, NY 12248

Dear Assemblyman Cahill:

On behalf of [YOUR ORGANIZATION/BUSINESS IF APPLICABLE], I’m writing to thank you for your outspoken support to keep New York’s parks, historic sites, and recreational areas open. We applaud your efforts to prevent Governor Paterson’s budget proposal to restrict services and close these popular and much-needed places. 

Your position clearly acknowledges that parks and other areas are a net economic boon for the state, drawing millions of visitors; providing local communities and counties with needed tourism and spending dollars; giving residents of all ages opportunities for outdoor recreation and learning; and protecting tremendous natural beauty and environmental quality.

We hope you will continue to work hard to convince your colleagues in Albany to support the parks budget and the dedicated Environmental Protection Fund that maintains our environment and natural areas. Thank you for your leadership and continued work to defend New York’s economy and natural and cultural heritage.

Sincerely, 

YOUR NAME AND CONTACT INFORMATION

